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PRESENT PARLIAMENT, 


© It is fit that the Executive Power ſhould regulate 
e the duration of Parliaments, according to the circum- 
66 « Kances, and exigencies of the State,” 
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THOUGH T S, &c. 


T is a peculiar advantage which 
attends the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
that, at certain fixed periods, new 


perſons may be introduced into a 
conſiderable ſhare of the legiſlative 
power of the State, who may either 
tread in the footſteps of their pre- 
deceſſors, if they have proved ſuc- 
ceſsful, or may ſupport new men 
and new meaſures, where a change 
is likely to be of advantage. This 


B circum- 


(2) 
circumſtance muſt for ever prevent 
that attachment to any one particular 
ſyſtem, to which ſo many other 
nations have fallen a ſacrifice ; and 


hence we may flatter ourſelves, that 
ſuch alterations may always be 


brought about in the direction of 
public. affairs, as may be ſuited to 
the temper of the times, and the 
ſituation of the people: 


But, in addition to the fixed and 
uſual changes in the third branch of 
the Legiſlature, it has been alſo 
determined, and it ĩs juſtly aceounted 
one of the moſt important branches 
of the royal prerogative,” that the 
Crown ſhall be fully entitled to 
diſſolve the exiſting Parliament, and 


* i to 


65 
to gequire the aſſiſtance of new re- 
preſentatives to the great council of 


the nation. | 


* 


That ſuch a prerogative has been 
wiſely veſted in the Grown, parti- 
cularly ſince the eſtabliſnment of 
triennial, and ſtill more of ſeptennial 
Parliaments, appears ſufficiently evi- 
dent in whatever view the queſtion 
may be conſidered. 


In ſo long a ſpace of time as 
three, and ſtill more ſo of ſeven 
years, the Sovereign may poſlibly 
have juſt grounds to be diſſatisfied 
with the meaſures which the Com- 
mons might think proper to recom- 
mend to bis royal attention, and may 
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wiſh to know at leaſt, beter the 


conduct they have purſued, was really 
agreeable to the general ſenſe of the 


people. 


1 
* 


Without ſuch a check, it might 
be in the power of a majority of the 
Houſe of Commons to confedetate 
together, and either totally to pre- 
vent any public buſineſs from being 
carried on, or to oblige the executire 
power to accede to ſuch exorbitant 
demands as they 1 chuſe to 
inſiſt e 
By means of ſuch a prerogative 
veſted in the Crown, it became leſs 
neceſſary for the people to have their 


time occupied 10 We or perpe- 


* 


tual 


1 
tual elections: they may inveſt thoſe 
in whom they have reaſon to confide, 
with the high privilege of acting as 
their guardians and repreſentatives 


for three, or perhaps for ſeven years, 
when they know that it is in the 
power of the Sovereign to  diſiniſs 
thoſe repreſentatives from that truſt, 
if they abuſe the confidence that has 
been beſtowed upon them, It may 
be faid, that ſuch a diſmiſſion may 
not always be conſiſtent with the 
ſuppoſed intereſt, or agreeable to the 
real views and | wiſhes of the Sove- 
reign. Perhaps that may be the 
caſe : but it is at the ſame time in 
the power of the people to petition 
the Crown for ſuch a diſſolution; and 
Oy may undoubtedly call thoſe 


| miniſters 


66) 

Miniſters to account, when a new 
Parliament aſſembles, by whoſe ad- 
vice their petitions werę rejected. 
Such a prerogative is neceſſary 
alſo, leaſt any differences ſhould take 
—— nee 
Parliament, with regard to their re- 
ſpective rights and privileges, and 
which it is poſſible might riſe. to 
ſuch a height, that nothing but the 
exerciſe of ſuch a power in the 
Crown, could prevent the deſtruction 
of that union and harmony, which 
ought to exiſt between the different 
n of the State. 


"Laſtly, al any material change 
took place in the government of 
public 


1 
public affairs; or when it was proper 
to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the ſentiments of the nation upon 
great, political; and public queſtions, 
it might be equally prudent and ne- 
ceſſary to have an opportunity of 
conſulting with a new ſet of men, 
recently ſelected from the multitude, 
who might come into Parliament 
fully impreſſed with the real ſenſe, 
and genuine wiſhes of the people, 
in all the different * of the 
en 
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How" für it b proper or rieceſ= 
ſary to | exert that branch. of thie 
royal prerogative at this time, is 
the' ſubject of the ing cod 
derations. n 


k The 


CE 


. The manner in which the late 


Parliament was diſſolyed, and the 


various arts that were made uſe of 


to procure a ſet of men well-inclined 
to the late. adminiſtration, are cir- 
cumſtances too well known to re- 
quire any particular diſcuſſion in this 
place; ſuch manœuvres may appear 
to the callous conſcience of a ſtate(- 
man perfectly harmleſs and innocent, 
but it is a queſtion well entitled to 
the conſideration of the public, 
whether a Parliament, formed in ſo 
inauſpicious a manner, ought to be 
entruſted, in this momentous. criſis, 


with fo deciſive a ſhare in the go- 


vernment of the State? 


(© }) 


For when men are placed in a 
great and important ſituation by the 
aſſiſtance of any particular party, 
and are brought into power with a 
view of ſupporting their -meaſures 
in Parliament, they in general make 
a conſcience of a firm and reſolute 
adherence to that party ; and, afraid 
of the little ſquibs and paltry ridicule 
to which every public character is 
expoſed, are too apt to ſacrifice the 
eflential intereſts of their country 
to the terror of perſonal diſgrace,--- 
This is a fault which the very beſt 
of men are unfortunately proud of 
: committing, 


Farther, it is erroneouſly imagin- 
ed by many, unacquainted with the 
C real 


6100 
real ſtate and character of the Houſe 
of Commons, that the diſſentions 


which take place in that Aﬀembly 


are merely the effect of an intereſted 


ſtruggle for profit or for power but 


that is far from being the caſe; 
and the Author does not heſitate 
to aſſert, on bis own perſonal 
knowledge of the preſent repreſen- 
tatives of the people, that there is a 
real and ſubſtantial difference of opi- 
nion among ſome of them at leaſt, 
founded on principles in which both 
parties-are ſo ſtrongly rivetted, that 
it is hardly poſſible that they can 
ever coaleſce. What a diſmal pro- 
ſpect muſt not this afford® to thoſe 
who are convinced, that the lalety 
of che Nation en upon unani- 


— mity 
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mity in the two Hbuſes of Parlia- 
ment, and how little reaſon is there 
to expect ſuch unanimity, ſhould 
the pteſent Parliament continue? 


Ie 18 well known alſo, that for 
many years paſt, a warm and ſerious 
conteſt has taken place between the 
two great parties into which our 
Senate is divided. In the courſe of 
the ſtruggle, as might naturally be 
expected, the combatants proceeded 
from difference to reproach, and 
from reproach to averſion. Their 
mutual prejudices it is impoſſible at 
preſent to remove; and if they are 
compelled, by the continuance of 
the preſent Parliament, to aſſemble. 
together, theſe perſonal prejudices 

5 muſt 


RY (2 ) 
muſt break forth, affd muſt be at- 
tended with very dangerous conſe- 
quences. Such conſequences, how- 
ever, a wiſe and well- timed diſſo- 
lution might totally prevent: for 
many of the maſt violent, perhaps, 
on both ſides, if once the chain were 


broken, if they are once more freed 
from any tie in conſequence of their 
preſent ſeats in Parliament, may not 
again incline to involve themſelves, 
and indeed the country at large, in 
ſuch pernicious contentions, 


Beſides, it ought to be remem- 
bered, that in former times, only one 
branch of the legiſlature was affect 
ed by a Parliamentary diſſolution: 


but that ſince the Union with Scot- 
i land, 


6 #9 ) 

land, a new Parliament may poſſi 
bly make a' difference of no leſs a 
number than ſixteen votes, in the 
Upper Aſſembly. We have ſeen the 
difficulties which our preſent Mini- 
ſters have had to contend with, in 
carrying certain juſt and reaſonable 
conſtitutional alterations through 
that Aſſembly. From the paſt we 
may judge of the future; and this 
may be ſafely aſſerted, that unleſs 
ſome change is brought about in that 
Houſe of Parliament, the remaining 
alterations which the people at large 
ſo anxiouſly look for, and fo zea- 
louſly expe, allowing that they 
receive the ſanQion of the Com- 


mons, may yet be fatally fruſtrated 
in another place, 


Nor 


(9: 
Nor ought; it to be omitted, that 
the preſent Miniſters,” ftom a natural 
predilection for their friends, and ar 
natural jealouſy vf their opponents, 
hape been led to make almoſt! a to- 
tal change in the different depart- 
ments of the State; and: from V iews: 
of. public economy, and with a 
wiſe and laudable reſolution of dit 
miniſhing any improper influence of 
the Crown, have totally annihilatedd 
many places which-were poſſeſſed by: | 

members of the: two Houſes, parti- 

cularly of the Lower Aſſembly, 
whaſe reſentment) i it is natural to ex- 
pect, whilſt they continue in Parlia- 
ment, and whoſe oppoſition to the 
meaſures of Government, though 
founded 


1 | 
founded on intereſted motives, can- 
not oy enn den n 


The laſt argument which it may 
be neceflary to adduce in ſupport of 
ſuch a meaſure is this, that un- 
doubtedly many men have procured 
ſeats in the preſent Parliament with 
views merely of private profit. 80 
much was the world at large im- 
preſſed with ideas of the lucrative ad- 
vantages which might be obtained 
by Parliamentary intereſt, that ſeats 
was purchaſed at a conſiderable e ex- 
pence, with the fulleſt hopes of a 
very large retribution. Whatever 
might. formerly be the caſe, it is 

(14) Wi4:3id 


ſurely neceſſary for the future, that 
ny idea of that nature Would be 


extirpated 


( 16 ) 


extirpated by the root: nor is there 
any plan that can ſo well contribute 
to ſo deſirable a purpoſe, as diſmiſ- 
ſing the preſent Parliament, and 


affording another ſtriking inftance 


of the uncertainty. of ſuch views. 


The principal cbjeftion that — 
be urged againſt ſuch a meaſure is, 
that this branch of the royal prero- 
gative has been ſeldom exerciſed, and 
that Parliaments in general have been 

| ſuffered to exiſt, until the time ap- 
proached when a legal period would 
be put to their duration; with a 
view, however, of refuting that ob- 
jection, the Author has been led to 
draw up the following ſhort ſtate of 
the Parliaments which bave taken 


i 
2 


place 


_—_— 
i= 


place ſince the reign of Henry the 


(7 ) 


Seventh, from which it will appear, 


how little ruth or joſtice there is in 
that obſervation. Indeed, if fagh a 
rule had been adhered to, it could 
never have been calculated for ſuch | 
an awful criſis as now preſents 


itſelf to our view, 


p + 8 „ 


(18) 
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ſextennial duratign. 


1 22 J 

From an attentive conſideration 
i the above ſtate, which is drawn 
up with as much accuracy as poſſi ble, 
from the rolls arid journals of both 
Houſes of Parliament, the follow- 
ages may be deduced: 


In the firſt place, it appears, that 
fince the year 1509, (when it is 
generally ſuppoſed that the duration 
of Parliaments was extended beyond 
one year) only four Parliaments 
have exiſted beyond ſeven years, and 
that only ſeven more have had a 


Wa. 


„ 
In the ſceond 7 IL it is ſuffici- 
ently evident, that of the reſt, only 


five Parliaments have laſted above 


. | five 


QF % 


{a } 


five . years; only two Parliamenty 


- Thirdly, of the remaining num- 
ber, only nine exiſted above two 
years, and no leſs than thirty-four 
for a ſhorter period, 

Laſtly, it is certain, that one Par- 
liament with another, the duration 
of each; ſince the reign of Henry the 
Seventh, does not: exceed the ſpace 
of two years and about nine months, 
even including the long Parliament 
in the reign of King Charles the 
Firſt; and the ſtill longer one which 
his ſon retained in exiſtenee for the 
enormous period of about ſeventeen 
years, 


4 


It 


whoſe vigour and perſeverance the 


6444) 
It may be urged as an objection tu 
a meaſure of this nature, that ſuch a 


diſſolution may exaſperate the friends 
of the preſent miniſters, who may 


not be fond of being again immerſed 
in the trouble and expence of a ne, 

election; and may alſo throw te 
nation into a feen at a very 1 x 


_ period. 3 


It is not | improbable, that ſome 
of thoſe reſpectable characters by 


late adminiſtration was overturned, 
may be ſatisfied; with the glory they 
have acquired by ſharing in ſo bril- 
liant an event, and may not be ex- 


tremely deſirous of any farther labour 
in the vineyard of the public, But 
if 


9.8 

if their anxiety for a ſeat in Parlia- 
ment Rill remains, even after thoſe 
in whom they have reaſon to place 
ſuch confidence are entruſted with 
the government of the State, they 
muſt ſurely be either very indigent, 
or very inattentive to the intereſt of 
their friends; if they are not both 
able and willing to undetgo the ex- 
pence of another election, for the 
ſake of confirming the power of 
thoſe who have already ſhewn their 
zeal for the ſervice of the State, and 
who have pledged themſelves to carry 
various plans into execution, which 
cannot fail to be of the moſt eſſential 
benefit to the . ng 
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really neceſſar) in the preſent. cir- 


1710, and though. the exiſting Par- 


( 26 ) 

As to, the ferment which, ſuch an 
event may. occaſion, it, is. doubtleſs 
more. imaginary. than, real, and, at 
any rate muſt. be, endured, if it is 


cumſtances of, the State. Thefap- 
prehenſian of ſimilar dangers. was . 
much greater when'the. change of 
miniſters took place, in the year 


liament of that time could not- le- 
gally continue above ten, months, 
and though the nation, at the. period 
in queſtion, was much more filled 
with diſſentions and -tumule, than it 
is at preſent, yet a diſſolution of 
Farkdment was not only: propoſed, 


but actually carried into execution. 
Since the reign of Queen Anne, no 
change of miniſters has taken place 
5 in 


693 
in any degree ſo extenſive as the pre- 
ſent. The Revolution itſelf did not 
ptoduce fo great an alteration in the 
different departments of the State. 
How ds it poſſible then to fuppoſe, 
that it would be un wiſe or ĩmprudent 
in our preſent miniſters, when ſo 
great s an alteratioh is effected by the 


what are the real feelings of the peo- 
ne on this fibjeet. 


5 Baitthe ſolid . to every ob- 
jection againſt ſuch a meaſure is 
this, that the maſters which muſt 


Parliament during the next ſeſſion, 
are of ſo important a nature, that 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that new 


exertions of Parliament, fairly to try 


come under the conſideration of 


| 7 men 


OO — —-— 


( 28 ) 
men ſhould be appointed by, the 


people, for giving ſuch ſubjects the 


fulleſt 49d mob TY vio 

| When he en are * 
* wbich muſt be agitated when 
the Parliament again 


people at large muſt pro. av | 


ſce the propriety f once more con- 
ſidering the principles and abilities 
of thoſe men on whoſe judgment 
their future happineſs and ſplendor 


muſt depend. It is probable, that 


in the ſpace of a few, months, that 
Parliament muſt be aſſembled, 


which, in all probability, is to decide 
upon the terms on which a peace 
may be obtained; and if they canhot 
be complied with, which muſt rouſe 
nnn... . 
EF» oo 
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the people to carry on the war with a 


* not to . cen by any forr 


on the 3 et to > examine 
into the ſtate of our finances, to re- 
ſtore the ſtrength, and in ſome re- 
ſpects the diſcipline of our forces, 
to re-eſtabliſh- a juſt and conſtitu- 
tional connexion between Great- 
Britain and her Colonies : to unite 
this nation in the cloſeſt bonds with 
its brethren in Ireland, and aboye 
all, to place the Conſtitution of this 
country upon a rock, neyer aſter- 
wards to be ſhaken. What upright 
repreſentative. can think of theſe 
things for a moment without trem- 


| 
i 
| 
| 


ling, when he undertakes to exerciſe 
5 his 


66 

his judgment on almoſt any ſingle 
point which is above Rated, and with- 
out wiſhing again to have the ſanction 
of his confitucnits for Þ nenn 

A purpoſe, - | 
To concl ude, many other argu- 
ments might be adduced upon this 
oceafion, in Which the preſent Ad- 
miniftratibn are perſonally intereſt- 
ed: but theſe come not within the 
ſcope of this performance.” It is 
the public advantage, and not the 
power or the ſafety of any Admini- 
ſtration whatever, that could alone 
impell the Author i theſe ſheets to 
trouble the world with his thoughts 
upon this ſubject, Our preſent Mi- 
niſters muſt be blind indeed, if they 
do 


66 
do not perceive, that a majority of 
the preſent Houſe of Commons are 
hoſtile to them, or at leaſt a num- 


ber ſufficient to form an oppoſition, 
that would diſable them from carry- 


ing into execution the great objects 


they have in view. Their enemies 
are diſperſed, but they are ſtill in 
force; they may yet rally, and ſtand 


their ground in many a future en- 


gagement. The ſpirited reſolve of 
a ſingle council will confirm the 


rout, and at once eſtabliſh the future 
ſafety and proſperity of the country. 
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